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August 4 

Which CD Was That? 
 

Most of 

you know 

the value 

of the 

TUGNET 

CDs issued 

regularly 

(at least, 

sort of regularly) which are put to-

gether by Sue Kennedy and Larry 

Nye. Many times questions come up 

during the meeting about how to do 

something or other and the answer is, 

ñThat program was on the CD xx 

months ago,ò or something to that 

effect. 

 

Many of you might miss the meeting 

when the CD is demonstrated. There-

fore you wonôt realize that a program  
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OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS  
 

President (2 yr) 
   Programs 

Marian Radcliffe MarianRad@1stNetUSA.net 
818-249-1629 

Vice President (1 yr) 
   Special Events  

Nina Van Leeuwen ladynina1@gmail.com 
818-784-6144 

Secretary (2 yr) 
   Special CD 

Susan Kennedy flamingfury@intergate.com 
818-503-8973 

Treasurer (1 yr) Deuk Perrin deuk_perrin@hotmail.com 
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A.J. Camou AJCamou@aol.com 
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Director (2 yr) Tom Vogel TVogel1104@sbcglobal.net 

818-760-4821 

   

TUGNET is a non-profit computer users group. TUGNETôs mailing address for membership 

information, submissions to the TUGNET Newsletter, or other club-related material, is TUGNET, 
3926 Community, La Crescenta, CA 91214-2375.  

We welcome your submissions, including technical questions or letters to the editor, on PC disk 
(in a popular word processing format), or by e-mail to Marian Radcliffe. Hardcopy alone will no 

longer be accepted!! All submissions must be presented on disk or e-mail as described 

above!! The number one rule when writing for us is: Do not attempt to format your article, 

except for bolding and italicizing. Instead, focus on writing a clear, organized, grammatically 

correct article. Weôll take care of the rest. We reserve the right to edit as necessary for space 

considerations. Other non-profit user groups may reprint articles (except for those copyrighted) 
without prior permission, provided proper author, title and publication credits are given. 

Newsletter produced using Microsoft Publisher. Membership database is in Microsoft Access.  

Cover Design: Jeff Marcus Graphic Design 
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Editor 
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Neither The Usersô Group Network, its Board of Directors, officers, nor members make any express 

or implied warranties of merchantability and/or fitness for a particular purpose. Opinions provided 

by newsletter articles, or by speakers, members or guests who address TUGNET meetings are 
individual opinions only, and do not represent the opinions of the organization, its board, officers, 

or members. All opinions and information should be carefully considered and neither The Usersô 

Group Network, its directors, officers, nor members shall be liable for any incidental or 
consequential damages in connection with or arising from the furnishing or use of any information 

or opinions. Brands and products referenced herein are the trademarks or registered trademarks of 

their respective holders. 
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 More  Meetings  

 

you could put to good use was on a particular CD. This eveningôs 

meeting will show highlights from CDs presented during the past 

several months and give you a chance to pick up something you 

missed. 

 

If you are not familiar with these CDs, you will have a treat in 

store! Besides very useful utilities, many of which are free, there 

are fonts, music, graphics, and a whole lot more. I promise youôll 

be impressed with what you see. 

 

 

More Vinyl to CD with Nero 9 

 

We have seen a couple programs so 

far that would help you get that mu-

sic you love from old vinyl records 

or tapes. Larry Nye did a fine job 

showing two programs, one of 

which happens to be geared more 

toward professionals. 

 

Tonight weôre welcoming Harold 

Pfiffner who finds the latest version 

of Nero, version 9, the program of choice for this task. Here is 

your chance to see the latest version of Nero in action. Since 

many of you have this program, it makes sense to learn how to 

make the best use of it. If you donôt have it, watch for it to be on 

sale at Fryôs (itôs often listed with rebates so all you pay is the 

sales tax). 

 

Harold will show how he cleans up the clicks and pops in the 

process.  

 

More and more, folks are wanting to restore that wonderful old 

music to a source that will enable them to listen on their new de-

(From Meetings, Page 1) 
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vices. If you donôt think you need to know this procedure, 

chances are someone you know will be interested. 

 

Donôt miss this presentation! 

 

 

August 18 

Advantages of Skype  

with Gene Barlow  
 
Many of you know that Gene Barlow is now doing his presenta-

tions via Webinars. He had a very successful workshop on this 

topic at the Southwest Computer Conference. Gene has let me 

know that there is a new version of Skype, version 4.1. This new 

release has the ability to share a desktop with an audience and 

Gene is quite excited about it. 

 

One of Geneôs ideas is to follow up his ñin personò presentations 

with a Webinar to answer questions that arise 

via folks who have purchased his products and 

are trying to learn to use them. Many times 

questions, which hadnôt previously been consid-

ered, come up as a program is used. This will 

give everyone who uses any product Gene 

represents the opportunity to ask questions of 

him directly. Isnôt that a great idea? 

 

Aside from the great Q & A opportunity, weôll learn more about 

Skype. Gene says, ñI am very excited about Skype not only be-

cause it is the one tool I need to work with on a Webinar, but be-

cause it has lots of potential for typical end users as well. Yes, it 

can give you free phone service with another Skype user across 

the country or the world. My aunt and my cousin talk each day on 

Skype. My aunt lives in Utah and my cousin lives in Ireland. 

Skype has been a great communication tool for them, as it could 

be for others. Not only is it a good telephone replacement, it does 

a fabulous job of doing video phone. My grandson lives in north-
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ern Utah and we can only drive up to see him once a month or 

less. This year, we set up Skype and a webcam on his family 

computer and now he calls us a couple of times each week to 

chat. Linda and I love to see and hear him on video phone.ò 

 

After you see how it works at this meeting you can decide if it 

will work for you.  

 

August 25 

Computing 101 
 

Here is our monthly meeting when 

we are all learning about new de-

velopments but we especially hope 

to bring those newer to computing 

up to speed. If thereôs something 

youôd like to learn, let us know and weôll do our best to cover it 

for everyone. 

 

Hardware Lab  
Please be sure to respond if you wish to bring 

in your computer for help with a problem you 

are having hardware-wise. This is a privilege of 

membership in TUGNET with Jay Cunnington 

being very generous with his time to help our 

members. To have the right tools, etc., it is 

really important that we know what to expect.  

 

Please donôt forget to let Jay or me know. 

Accessories For Your GPS-Enabled Phone 
 

If you plan on using your phone as a GPS unit in your car, con-

sider purchasing a dashboard mount because it's dangerous to 

drive while holding your phone. Also, because using your 

phone's GPS capabilities can drain the battery quickly, it's wise 

to purchase a car charger if you donôt already have one. 
From Smart Computing 
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What You Can  
Bring to the  
 Meetings  

 

· Recyclables: 

Cell Phones  

 

CDs &  

Floppy Disks  

 

Ink Jet Cartridges  

 

Toner Cartridges 

 

Drink Cans & Bottles 

 

· Your checkbook  

to renew your membership if 

the label on the back page of 

this newsletter shows your 

expiration date is near. Why 

donôt you check it now? 

 

· Your smiling face! 

 

 

New Members 

 
Jack Brasier 

 

Renewing Members 
 

Richard Arroyo 

Marjorie Bernath 

Conrad Lalicker 

Kay Lalicker 

Roy Sheehy 

A man begins cutting his wisdom teeth the first time he 

bites off more than he can chew. 

 

ï Herb Caen 

Pulitzer Prize-winning American columnist  
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Special Interest Groups  
Specializing in the unique interests of our 

members  
Novices and experts are welcome  

Real Estate SIG  
First Monday  
@ 7:00 p.m.  
 

Come get the latest information to 

help you make successful decisions on 

your Real Estate investments. 
 

Cook8@aol.com 
 
 
Investment SIG  
Second Monday  
@ 7:00 p.m.  
 

 ð Open Forum Discussion ð  

 

The What, Where, and  

How of Financial Investments. 

  

Marcie Green (818) 594-1272  

mercimarcie@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

Real Estate, Investment, 

Media and Web Design 

SIGS are held  at Nancy 

Cookôs home. 

818-349-1542 

 

Media SIG 
Third Monday  
@ 6:30 p.m.  

 
Questions regarding recording 

music and video are dis-

cussed. 

 

Nye-guy@juno.com 

 
 

Imaging SIG  
Second Thursday  
@ 7:00 p.m.  

 

For those of you who missed 

last monthôs meeting, we had 

a great demo by Larry Nye on    

Portrait Professional and 

Comic Life. 

 

If there is a project anyone 

has in mind, bring it in and 

weôll try to work on it as well. 

 

Meets upstairs, Granada Pa-

vilion 

 

Susie Phelps 

sidecarsusie@earthlink.net 
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Web 
Design SIG  
Third Thursday  
@ 7:00 p.m.  
 

Now that the SIGs have their 

own web sites, those attending 

will learn about adding new fea-

tures. 

 

The upcoming meetings will  

focus on downloading a server 

program and learning what to 

do with it. This will be particu-

larly interesting for those who 

donôt know they can create a 

server on their own machine. 

 

Next David wants everyone to 

learn about adding a contact 

manager.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Linux SIG  
Fourth Thursday  
@ 6:00 p.m.  

 

Join the throng to see if you 

are interested in adding Kub-

untu to your partitioned sys-

tem, ask questions and get 

good answers from an expert. 

 

Attendees at Linux Kubuntu 

SIG explore the vast 23000 

file collection for new and 

useful items. 

 

New Meeting Place to be  

Announced 

 

 

Bill Tracy 

tracium@sbcglobal.net 

818-618-8741  

Discount to TUGNET members 

Check with SIG leaders  
to confirm SIG meeting 

locations  
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Marianõs  
Memos  

M ARIANôS MEMOS    M ARIANôS M EMOS    M ARIANôS MEMOS  

UPCOMING  SPECIAL  EVENT  

A field trip to the Aquarium of the Pacific is planned for Wednes-

day, August 26. There is an admission charge to the Aquarium for 

which you will be responsible, but it will be a discounted group 

rate. It is thought that using the Metro from the Valley to Long 

Beach will be the best mode of transportation. 

 

In case youôve missed the commercials, itôs ñShark Summerò at 

the Aquarium with ñA Celebration of Sharks and Rays.ò You can 

even touch one while visiting the Shark Lagoon, should you be so 

inclined. Featuring more than 150 sharks you can touch . . . and 

some you can't! Shark Lagoon includes an expansive exhibit with 

large sharks and rays, shark touch pools, interactive displays, a 

theater, the Shark Shack gift store, and the Bamboo Bistro out-

door café. 

 

Home to more than 12,500 ocean animals, representing nearly 

500 species, the Aquarium celebrates the planetôs largest and 

most diverse body of water: the Pacific Ocean. Featuring 19 ma-

jor habitats and 32 focus exhibits, the Aquarium of the Pacific is a 

world-class aquarium, exploring the waters of Southern Califor-

nia and Baja, the Northern Pacific, and the Tropical Pacific. 

 

What a great opportunity to not only visit the Aquarium, enjoy 

being with fellow TUGNET members, but enjoy a much cooler 

day in August. 

 

Let Kathy Krogh know if you are interested in taking part:  

kakrogh@yahoo.com. 
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REFURBISHING  COMPUTERS 

At the time of this writing, itôs looking quite positive that weôll 

have a fine location to get this project going again. The location 

will be in an industrial complex in Canoga Park. Weôll share the 

unit with our good friends from Kiwanis, with whom we worked 

on this program in the past, and will split any expenses involved. 

Youôll be glad to know that weôll have a lease for $1.00 per 

month (which will be split 50/50 between the two groups). 

 

I hope by the time you read this weôll be putting in shelving, etc., 

and getting the word out that weôll once again be collecting com-

puters to be improved and be shared with those who donôt other-

wise have access to them. 

 

When we asked how many were interested at a recent meeting, 

about 3/4 of those attending raised their hands. As before, Larry 

Nye will be the main organizer so if you want to be part of the 

team, let him know. 

 

SOUTHWEST COMPUTER  CONFERENCE 

As you know, TUGNET once again had the greatest number of 

attendees at the conference. Everyone attending receives a Wel-

come Bag that contains goodies, and everyone won at least one 

door prize. I thought you might like to know, though, about a few 

of our members who won special prizes.  

 

Marv Harris won a Boom Box while Susie Phelps won a gift bag 

which weôre told contained $200 worth of goodies. Doris Rich-

ards won Registry Mechanic and Cliff Goldstein (Leslieôs hus-

band) won Pro Show Gold. There were probably others of which 

I failed to make a note. In the Digital Photo Contest, Digital Art 

category: Helaine Cummins won a first prize ribbon for her 

ñWater Lily Fantasy.ò In the Nature/Landscape/Still Life category 

Helaine Cummins won second place for her ñBeatles Loveò entry.  

 

Weôll be showing the contest entries and winners at an upcoming 

meeting. Weôre proud of our members! 



Page 12  www.tugnet.org     August 2009 

Highlights of  
Recent Meetings  

Microsoft Office Excel 
(June 16) 

 

We finally wel-

comed Rani 

Stoddard back to 

give us a great les-

son on Excel. Micro-

soft Office Excel is a 

powerful and widely 

used tool that helps 

people analyze infor-

mation to make 

more informed deci-

sions. Based on the 

job you need to ac-

complish, whether 

itôs creating a table 

or writing a formula, 

Office Excel presents the appropriate commands when you need 

them. 

 

Rani pointed out that if you have Office, you have a spreadsheet 

so why not learn to use it! Learn to keep track of data in an organ-

ized fashion. 

 

One of Raniôs favorite uses is to manipulate data to make buying 

decisions. She showed how she created a spreadsheet, utilizing 

mostly cut and paste to compare various models of a product, 

enabling her to compare features of the various models and make 

a good decision based on more than price. This also showed how 

much more a spreadsheet can do than make calculations ï at 

which it is, of course, superb. 


