
June 2 

MailWasher Pro 
 

Many of you saw Nick 

Bolton at the confer-

ence over the week-

end. What a delightful 

couple Nick and his wife, Helen, are. 

He has come all the way from New 

Zealand to participate in the confer-

ence and was pleased when I invited 

him to our meeting. This is the only 

computer club (user group) meeting 

heôll be attending so letôs show him 

how great we are! 

 

If you were at the conference, please 

wear your badge holder (put your 

TUGNET badge in it when you come  

in). What a thrill it will be for him to 

see those tomorrow night! 
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OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS  
 

President (2 yr) 
   Programs 

Marian Radcliffe MarianRad@1stNetUSA.net 
818-249-1629 

Vice President (1 yr) 
   Special Events  

Nina Van Leeuwen ladynina1@gmail.com 
818-784-6144 

Secretary (2 yr) 
   Special CD 

Susan Kennedy flamingfury@intergate.com 
818-503-8973 

Treasurer (1 yr) Deuk Perrin deuk_perrin@hotmail.com 
805-578-9236 

Director (1 yr) 
   Membership 

Nancy Cook cook8@aol.com 
818-349-1542 

Director (1 yr) 
   Refreshments 

Susan Phelps sidecarsusie@earthlink.net 
818-848-9810 

Director (1 yr) 
   Special Offers  

Ed Jameson ejameson@verizon.net 
818-892-4074 

Director (2 yr) 

  SIG Coordinator 

A.J. Camou AJCamou@aol.com 

cell 818-631-9264 

Director (2 yr) Tom Vogel TVogel1104@sbcglobal.net 

818-760-4821 

   

TUGNET is a non-profit computer users group. TUGNETôs mailing address for membership 

information, submissions to the TUGNET Newsletter, or other club-related material, is TUGNET, 
3926 Community, La Crescenta, CA 91214-2375.  

We welcome your submissions, including technical questions or letters to the editor, on PC disk 
(in a popular word processing format), or by e-mail to Marian Radcliffe. Hardcopy alone will no 

longer be accepted!! All submissions must be presented on disk or e-mail as described 

above!! The number one rule when writing for us is: Do not attempt to format your article, 

except for bolding and italicizing. Instead, focus on writing a clear, organized, grammatically 

correct article. Weôll take care of the rest. We reserve the right to edit as necessary for space 

considerations. Other non-profit user groups may reprint articles (except for those copyrighted) 
without prior permission, provided proper author, title and publication credits are given. 

Newsletter produced using Microsoft Publisher. Membership database is in Microsoft Access.  

Cover Design: Jeff Marcus Graphic Design 
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COORDINATORS, ETC.  

Membership Chairman 
    

   Greeters 

Nancy Cook 
 

Nina Van Leeuwen 

Carol Scali 

Bill Tracy 

cook8@aol.com 
818-349-1542 

 

 

Equipment 

Administrator  

   ð Audio 

   

Assistant 

Jon Kranzler 
 

Bill Geist 

 

Winston Garth 

jakranzler@sbcglobal.net 

818-703-0979 

billgeist@worldnet.att.net 

Cell 626-390-0617 

wlg173abn@yahoo.com 

Media Bill Tracy tracium@sbcglobal.net 

818-618-8741 

Tuesday Room Set-Up A.J. Camou cell 818-631-9264 

Refreshments 
 
 

   Soda & Water 

Susan Phelps 

Mel Ader 

Arlene Brooks 

A.J. Camou 

 

 

 

Webmaster Kat Koch kat@ask-kat.com 

Recycling Winston Garth wlg173abn@yahoo.com 

661-255-5383 

Fund Raising Kay Lalicker klalicker@verizon.net 

818-891-5001 

Special Events Kathy Krogh 

Helaine Cummins 

kakrogh@yahoo.com 

helainebc@verizon.net 

NEWSLETTER STAFF  

Editor 

Editor pro tem 
Open 

Marian Radcliffe       MarianRad@1stNetUSA.net 

Meeting Photographer  Larry Nye                           nye-guy@juno.com 

Proofreader Roger Poverny 

Neither The Usersô Group Network, its Board of Directors, officers, nor members make any express 

or implied warranties of merchantability and/or fitness for a particular purpose. Opinions provided 

by newsletter articles, or by speakers, members or guests who address TUGNET meetings are 
individual opinions only, and do not represent the opinions of the organization, its board, officers, 

or members. All opinions and information should be carefully considered and neither The Usersô 

Group Network, its directors, officers, nor members shall be liable for any incidental or 
consequential damages in connection with or arising from the furnishing or use of any information 

or opinions. Brands and products referenced herein are the trademarks or registered trademarks of 

their respective holders. 
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 More  Meetings  

 

 

The ultimate spam blocker software. Stop spam and unwanted e-

mail with the award winning MailWasher Pro. Itôs easy to use 

and very effective. Save time by only getting the e-mail you want. 

Over 8 million people use MailWasher Pro as their spam blocker. 

(Youôre apt to get the program free if you are here.) 

 

Heôll also tell you about a brand new program, Encrypt. He says 

theyôve solved a major problem with encryption ï usability and 

user authentication. Now there will be no excuse to not send 

every e-mail encrypted without it affecting how the receiver gets 

their e-mail. This simple solution means you donôt need to change 

anything about how you send email and also proves the identity 

of the sender. 

 

Having Nick Bolton here is a rare treat for TUGNET members 

and their guests. Donôt miss it! 

 

June 9 

Topaz Labs  

Enhancement Software 
 

We will be welcoming an old friend, Greg Rostami, to our June 

9th meeting. If you attended the Computer Shows in the past, you 

have seen Greg ï his was the booth that always had a crowd 

around it. The same still holds true since he had quite a group sur-

rounding his booth at the Expo of the recent Southwest Computer 

Conference. Greg began his career in 1988 using computers to 

develop special effects for film and television; long before many 

even knew that such things were possible with personal com-

puters.   

 

From the ages of 20 to 24, Greg created graphics for animation 

projects, flying logos, on screen playback of monitors for sci-fi 

(From Meetings, Page 1) 



June 2009  www.tugnet.org Page 5 

movies and games. He broke into the big leagues with a job for 

Dream Quest working on a 70mm ride film project called Space 

Shuttle America.   

 

For many, working on computer special effects for films such as 

Batman Forever, Outbreak, Species, Under Siege 2: Dark Terri-

tory, Deep Blue Sea, and Mortal Combat would be enough. Not 

for Greg. Always an innovator, he went to work for EDS Digital 

Studios where he developed technologies to restore films, includ-

ing Gone with the Wind and In the Heat of the Night. 

 

In 1999, he built the worldôs first all digital transfer process for 

Disneyôs animated features. His work on Tarzan changed the way 

Disney viewed electronic distribution, and was a critical element 

in the emerging E-Cinema technologies.  

 

Today, Greg continues to contract special effects and animation 

projects. In 2006, Gregôs love of image/video processing brought 

him together with Dr. Albert Yang from Topaz Labs. Over the 

last 3 years he has represented the revolutionary products of  

Topaz Labs which include: 

 

Topaz Adjust: A powerful & 

unique exposure, detail, and color 

adjustment tool 

Topaz Denoise: Critically ac-

claimed the best noise/grain reduc-

tion technology 

Topaz Simplify: Convert photos to 

stunning art without drawing skills 

Topaz Clean 2: A power tool for 

converting photos to smooth and crisp art  

Topaz Vivacity: An advanced collection of photo tools including 

óEnlarge,ô óSharpenô and óDeJPEGô 

 

Greg will be demonstrating never-before-seen solutions to com-

mon photography problems along with some amazing ways of 

effortlessly converting your photos into ready to frame art.  
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June 16 

Microsoft Office Excel 
 

Weôll finally welcome Rani Stoddard back 

to give us a lesson on Excel. If you use Ex-

cel, youôre bound to pick up a tip or trick to 

help you make it even more useful. Rani is 

quite an expert on the program so if you 

have any questions about it, this is when 

you can get an answer. 

 

Microsoft Office Excel is a powerful and widely used tool that 

helps people analyze information to make more informed deci-

sions. Based on the job you need to accomplish, whether itôs 

creating a table or writing a formula, Office Excel presents the 

appropriate commands when you need them.  

 

Since most of us have a spreadsheet program in our computers, 

we will see how we can make good use of it and Rani will help 

us to do so. 

 

 

June 23 

Computing 101 (date subject to change to June 30) 

 

Preventive Maintenance 

 
You spend a lot of money on your computer equipment ï so 

learn how to take care of it, make it last 

longer, and keep it out of the repair shop!  

Come learn how to safely remove dust 

from your computerôs innards, how to 

make your own cheap LCD screen cleaning 

fluid, identify needed upgrades, and speed 

your computer up like it was when you first 

bought it. 
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Hardware Lab  
This is the meeting when members can bring in a misbehaving 

computer. Our techies will try to make it work as it should. Please 

leave it in the car when you arrive and bring it in at the break. 

 

 

June 30 

Pot Luck, Business Meeting, More  
 

Our pot luck, usually scheduled for a meeting in July, will see us 

kicking off the summer which officially began the week before,  

June 21st. Same procedure as in the past with everyone bringing a 

dish of choice, hopefully 

serving about 10 people. If 

you are unable to do so, 

weôll seek a donation of $10 

to cover your meal ï to be 

used to fill in the table as 

the committee feels neces-

sary. 

 

Following our scrumptious 

dinner weôll have a business 

meeting to discuss a number 

of things, including upcom-

ing events. 

 

Then weôll relax with some 

Fun Stuff and a few other 

activities being planned. 

 

Hope youôll plan to be here! 
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What You Can  
Bring to the  
 Meetings  

 

· Recyclables: 

Cell Phones  

 

CDs &  

Floppy Disks  

 

Ink Jet Cartridges  

 

Toner Cartridges 

 

Drink Cans & Bottles 

 

· Your checkbook  

to renew your membership if 

the label on the back page of 

this newsletter shows your 

expiration date is near. Why 

donôt you check it now? 

 

· Your smiling face! 

 

 

 

Renewing Members 
 

 
Chris Christopher 

William Cohen 

Howard Friedowitz  

 and Susan Varon 

Will Hector (Newsletter) 

Kathy and 

 Steve Krogh 

Lewis Siewert 

Bill Susel 
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Door Prize Winners  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 28  
HD-PLC Canvas Bag: Arnold Giesbret 

How Computers Work (book): Asa Watanabe 

50-pack DVDs: Maritza Bodine 

Retractable Telephone Line Extender: Pierre Plauzoles 

 

 

May 5 
System Mechanic Professional: Paul Flynn,  

Bill Geist and Anna Chung 

 

 

May 12 
Pinnacle Studio Ultimate 11: Marian Radcliffe 

The Facebook Era: Anna Chung 

50-pak DVD-Rs: Helaine Cummins 

Mobile-net Reusable Bag: A.J. Camou 

 

 

May 19 
Trend Micro Internet Security: Ray Ives 

50-pack DVD-R: Conrad Laliker 

Speed It Up (book): Dave Sanborn 

Microsoft Windows Vista - Learning Series (book):  

Chris Christopher 

ADI Canvas Bag: Marvin Hirsch 
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Special Interest Groups  
Specializing in the unique interests of our 

members  
Novices and experts are welcome  

Real Estate SIG  
First Monday  
@ 7:00 p.m.  
 

Februaryôs Real Estate SIG 

meeting will attempt to con-

tinue keeping our knowledge 

current in all aspects of real es-

tate. 

 

Meets at Nancy Cookôs home 

818-349-1542 

Cook8@aol.com 
 
Investments SIG  
Second Monday  
@ 7:00 p.m.  
 

 ð Open Forum Discussion ð  

 

The What, Where, and  

How of Financial Investments. 

  

Meeting at Nancy Cookôs home 

818-349-1542 

 

Marcie Green (818) 594-1272  

mercimarcie@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

Imaging SIG  
Second Thursday  
@ 7:00 p.m.  
 

We will continue working with 

the Photoshop tutorials.  

 

We find much can be learned 

from these lessons as we all 

want to hone our skills. 

 

If there is a project anyone has 

in mind, bring it in and weôll try 

to work on it as well. 

 

Meets at Granada Pavilion,  

Upstairs. 

 

Contact Susan Phelps 

sidecarsusie@earthlink.net 

 

 

 

 

Check with SIG leaders  
to confirm SIG meeting 

locations  
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Web Design SIG  
Third Thursday  
@ 7:00 p.m.  
 
Now that the SIGs have their 

own web sites, those attending 

will learn about adding new fea-

tures. 

 

The upcoming meeting will  

focus on downloading a server 

program and learn what to do 

with it. This will be particularly 

interesting for those who donôt 

know they can create a server 

on their own machine. 

 

Next David wants to learn about 

adding a contact manager.  

 

David Wendt 

818-993-4204 

 

Meets at Nancy Cookôs home 

818-349-1542 

Cook8@aol.com 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Linux SIG  
Fourth Thursday  
@ 6:00 p.m.  
 

Join the throng to see if you are 

interested in adding Kubuntu to 

your partitioned system, ask 

questions and get good answers 

from an expert. 

 

Attendees at Linux Kubuntu 

SIG explore the vast 23000 file 

collection for new and useful 

items 

 

 

Meets at Nina Van Leeuwenôs 

ladynina1@gmail.com 

818-784-6144 

 

Bill Tracy 

tracium@sbcglobal.net 

818-618-8741  

Discount to TUGNET members 

Check with SIG leaders  
to confirm SIG meeting 

locations  
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Marianõs  
Memos  

M ARIANôS MEMOS    M ARIANôS M EMOS    M ARIANôS MEMOS  

SOUTHWEST  COMPUTER  CONFERENCE 

The 2009 conference last month is in the history books as having 

the highest number of registered attendees ever. Once again, 

TUGNET had the most attendees among computer clubs. 39 of us 

enjoyed the lovely Town and Country Resort along with the var-

ied conference activities. Also, our members took an active role 

entering and winning in the Digital Photo Contest, leading a num-

ber of workshops as well as pitching in to help when asked. Iôm 

proud of all of you! 

 

Those of you who didnôt attend missed an outstanding weekend 

event so I hope youôll plan to attend next year. 

 

YARD SALE  

The yard sale dates, June 12-13-14, will be upon us by the time 

this publication reaches you. I hope you have participated in some 

way: donating a bit of your time, donating items you are no 

longer using, or whatever way you found to participate. We do 

need everyoneôs help. Remember, help is needed after the sale 

closes also! 

 

Tom Vogel, this yearôs chairman, deserves a big thank you along 

with the other major óplayersô who make this happen: Nancy 

Cook, A.J. Camou, and others who will be mentioned in an up-

coming review of the sale. 

 

Although I am writing this before the event, I am confident that it 

will be as successful as our past sales and produce the funds we 

need. 
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WEB SITE  

Kathy Koch, from her óperchô 

up there in Washington State, 

continues to do an outstanding 

job with our web site. She 

keeps it up to date as we send 

her the current information. 

Although she has fallen be-

hind on the past meetings, she 

has assured me that she will 

be bringing that portion up to 

date in the near future. 

 

I hope you look at it often since she puts some interesting items 

up. For instance, as I looked this morning I discovered this:  

 

Siglet of the Moment 
Computers make very fast, very accurate mistakes. 

 

Anybody not in agreement with that? 

 

Thank you so much, Kathy! (Note how sheôs looking down on us 

from Washington) 

 

 

SPECIAL  OFFERS 

Speaking of the web site, do you remember to check out the Spe-

cial Offers when you are in the market for a product related to 

your computer? I know some who head down to Fryôs without 

thinking that a better price may be had by taking just a few mo-

ments to see what is available via our web site. Most of the time 

what you are shopping for can wait when delivery is in a couple 

days and save you óxô number of dollars. 

 

Ed Jameson is working hard to keep the information current. 

There will be new and additional offers posted that are a result of 


