
November 4 

AMD / ATI  

We are most fortunate to have Mr. 

Michael Stone coming to bring us up 

to date on the advances in the AMD 

products. Many of our members have 

computers running on the AMD chip 

and the rest of us will be very inter-

ested in what they have to say. 
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TUGNET is a non-profit computer users group. TUGNETôs mailing address for membership 

information, submissions to the TUGNET Newsletter, or other club-related material, is TUGNET, 
3926 Community, La Crescenta, CA 91214-2375.  

We welcome your submissions, including technical questions or letters to the editor, on PC disk 
(in a popular word processing format), or by e-mail to Marian Radcliffe. Hardcopy alone will no 

longer be accepted!! All submissions must be presented on disk or e-mail as described 

above!! The number one rule when writing for us is: Do not attempt to format your article, 

except for bolding and italicizing. Instead, focus on writing a clear, organized, grammatically 

correct article. Weôll take care of the rest. We reserve the right to edit as necessary for space 

considerations. Other non-profit user groups may reprint articles (except for those copyrighted) 
without prior permission, provided proper author, title and publication credits are given. 

Newsletter produced using Microsoft Publisher. Membership database is in Microsoft Access.  

Cover Design: Jeff Marcus Graphic Design 



November  2008 www.tugnet.org Page 3 

COORDINATORS, ETC.  

Membership  

Chairman 
   Greeters 

Nancy Cook 
 

Daisy Kuhn 

Nina Van Leeuwen 

cook8@aol.com 
818-349-1542 

 

 

Equipment 

Administrator  

Jon Kranzler 
 

jakranzler@sbcglobal.net 

818-703-0979 

Media Bill Tracy tracium@sbcglobal.net 

818-842-0747 

SIG Coordinator  A.J. Camou AJCamou@aol.com 
818-367-9264 

Tuesday Room Set-Up A.J. Camou 

Winston Garth 

Robin Winkelstein 

 

Refreshments 
 

 

 

Soda & Water 

Susan Phelps 

Mel Ader 

Arlene Brooks 

Bill Tracy 

A.J. Camou 

 

 

 

Webmaster Kat Koch kat@ask-kat.com 

Recycling Winston Garth wig173abn@yahoo.com 

Fund Raising Kay Lalicker klalicker@verizon.net 

APCUG Rep. Maury Whitaker mlwhit@alumni.caltech.edu 

NEWSLETTER STAFF  

Editor 

Editor pro tem 
Open 

Marian Radcliffe       MarianRad@1stNetUSA.net 

Meeting Photographer  Larry Nye                           nye-guy@juno.com 

Proofreader Roger Poverny 

Neither The Usersô Group Network, its Board of Directors, officers, nor members make any express 

or implied warranties of merchantability and/or fitness for a particular purpose. Opinions provided 
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or members. All opinions and information should be carefully considered and neither The Usersô 
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consequential damages in connection with or arising from the furnishing or use of any information 
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 More  Meetings  

 

Letôs get more familiar with their Turion (Dual-Core), Opteron 

(Low Power Quad-Core, mainly for servers), Athlon (First Win-

dows compatible 64-bit processor) and Phenom (True Multi-Core 

processing) chips!   

 

While most of us are not putting our own systems together, it is 

important to know the advantages of the various chipsets so the 

best decision can be made when it is time to purchase a new sys-

tem.  

 

Since AMD purchased ATI, they have integrated the advanced 

graphics features while maintaining the graphics cards which 

have always been very popular. Weôll learn about the advantages 

of the various products. 

 

There will also be information relating to the advances made in 

notebooks to extend battery life and manage the heat we hear so 

much about. Donôt miss this informative meeting! 
 

 

November 11   

Komputers 4 R Kids 

Recycling computers for children in Los Angeles 
Youôve heard about the successful relationship weôve established 

with this remarkable operation. Mr. James Watson, Director, will 

acquaint us with the many activities they are working on to bene-

fit others, particularly children. 

 

(From Meetings, Page 1) 
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Komputers 4 R Kids is a 501 c(3) public charity and a State Li-

censed Collector of e-waste. The organizationôs main aim is the 

children, as their name implies. Ensuring that computer systems 

are reused and recycled so that they do not end up in landfills also 

provides environmental benefits. 

 

You will enjoy listening to Mr. Watson and learning all about this 

wonderful organization. 
 

  

November 18 

D-Link  
Because of a conflict within 

the company, this presenta-

tion had to rescheduled from 

the date announced last month. I know it was disappointing, so be 

sure to catch up with them this month. 

 

This will be our first time welcoming a representative from D-

Link but Iôm sure most of you are familiar with their products. 

For those of you who donôt recognize the name, they make hard-

ware, much of which is geared to make networks work better. If 

you browse through the electronics stores, youôll see they also 

have products designed to help make many facets of your elec-

tronic life smoother. 
 

We are anxious to hear about the latest and greatest of their offer-

ings, along with the familiar stand-bys, which create endless pos-

sibilities for a D-Link digital home. 

 

 

November 25 

Computing 101 
With so much interest in the lessons Jay Cunnington has prepared 

dealing with virus terminology, we will continue learning how to 

avoid the malware which is out there just waiting for us to give it 

a chance to enter our computers.  
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Tip Reloading Web Pages  
By Dave Gerber  

 

When your browser retrieves a page you have asked to see, it 

stores the page on your computer. If you ask for the same page 

again five minutes later, the program doesn't have to retrieve 

the page again ð  it can reuse the copy it already has. The 

space your browser uses to store pages is called its cache 

(pronounced "cash").    

 

Some of us hardly ever exit from our browsers, which is proba-

bly not a good idea for our long-term mental stability. If you are 

one of us, however, remember that the pages your browser has 

cached aren't normally reloaded from the Web (they're taken 

from your disk) until you reload them.  

 

If you want to make sure that you're getting fresh pages, reload 

pages that you think may have changed since you last visited.  

 

Your browser is supposed to check whether a saved page has 

changed, but because the check sometimes doesn't work per-

fectly, an occasional Reload or Refresh command for pages that 

change frequently, such as stock prices or the weather report, is 

advisable.  

 

Click the óReloadô or óRefreshô button on your browser's tool-

bar, or press óCtrl+R.ô  

Do you want to see a Russian hacker website where people buy 

Trojans, rootkits, and other malware? Jay has that to show us as 

he completes this series. 

 

Hardware Lab  
This will be the last Hardware Lab of the year. Itôs really impor-

tant to let us know when you have a problem with your system 

youôd like to bring in. Those who let us know will be first to get 

attention. 
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What You Can  
Bring to the  
 Meetings  

 

· Recyclables: 

Cell Phones  

 

CDs &  

Floppy Disks  

 

Ink Jet Cartridges  

 

Toner Cartridges. 

 

Drink Cans & Bottles 

 

· Your checkbook  

to renew your membership if 

the label on the back page of 

this newsletter shows your 

expiration date is near. Why 

donôt you check it now? 

 

· Your smiling face! 

 

 

New Members 
 

Maritza Bodine 

Shawn Collins 

 

Renewing Members 
 

Jay Cunnington 

Ronald Forbes 

Marvin Hirsch 

Bryna and Rich Kimmel 

Mike Lynn (NL) 

James Mathis 

Hitey Moyer (Gold Key 

Member) 

Dave Sanborn (3 year mem-

bership) 

Mary Watanabe 

I don't make jokes, I just 

watch the government  

and report the facts.  

-Will Rogers 
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Special Interest Groups  
Specializing in the unique interests of our 

members  
Novices and experts are welcome  

Real Estate SIG  
First Monday  
@ 7:00 p.m.  
 

This month we will have speak-

ers from Conway & Conway, 

financial planners in the local 

market, who will be discussing 

topics such as 1031 exchange 

options, TICs, REITs, and the 

turmoil in the retirement plan-

ning community. 

 

Meets at Nancy Cookôs home 

818-349-1542 

Cook8@aol.com 
 
Investments SIG  
Second Monday  
@ 7:00 p.m.  
 

Novemberôs meeting will re-

view the information learned 

from presenters recently visited  

at UBS Financial and Merrill 

Lynch. Discussion will then fo-

cus on how to deal with the 

market turmoil. 

  

Meets at Nancy Cookôs home 

818-349-1542 

Marcie Green (818) 594-1272  

mercimarcie@hotmail.com 

 

Imaging SIG  
Second Thursday  
@ 7:00 p.m.  
 

We had a good session on the 

automatic settings, their icons 

and basics on the use of the 

camera in general: adjusting for 

night shots, using automatic 

night/twilight settings, increas-

ing the ISO settings to 200 or 

400, etc. 

 

Thursday November 13, is the 

date for a Camera Expedition to 

Descanso Gardens. We will 

meet there at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Meets at Granada Pavilion,  

Upstairs. 

 

Contact Susan Phelps 

sidecarsusie@earthlink.net 

 

 

Check with SIG leaders  
to confirm meeting 

locations  
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Web 
Design SIG  
Third Thursday  
@ 7:00 p.m.  
 

Attendees are learning together 

during these SIG meetings. 

 

Dave has a plan for everyone to 

get involved in a project, then 

compare results. Come find out 

all the details. 

 

 

Meets at Nancy Cookôs home 

818-349-1542 

Cook8@aol.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Linux SIG  
Note Day Change  
Fourth Monday  
@ 7:00 p.m.  
 

Join the throng to 

see if you are in-

terested in adding 

Kubuntu to your 

partitioned system, ask ques-

tions and get good answers 

from an expert. 

 

Our tech talk starts at 7 p.m. 

 

 

Meets at Nina Van Leeuwenôs 

ladynina1@gmail.com 

818-784-6144 

 

Bill Tracy 

tracium@sbcglobal.net 

818-842-0747 

Discount to TUGNET members 

Check with SIG leaders  
to confirm meeting 

locations  



Page 10  www.tugnet.org November 2008 

 

Marianõs  
Memos  

M ARIANôS MEMOS    M ARIANôS M EMOS    M ARIANôS MEMOS  

 

STREET  FAIRE  BOOTH  ï IN  THE  RAIN  
If youôve ever wondered about whether our TUGNET members 

are hardy folks, this event provided the answer. Yes, it rained all 

day ï anything from a drizzle to a full fledged rain event. We had 

our booth and it was staffed all day! 

 

Thanks to Sue Kennedy for bringing the banner and some sup-

plies from the days when we had a booth in the computer shows. 

Thanks to A.J. for transporting tables and chairs. Thanks to Jay 

Cunnington who manned his laptop for the first couple hours, 

telling folks about our Computing 101 meetings. And many 

thanks to Nancy Cook and Kathy Krogh who spent the entire day 

with me, getting quite wet doing so. Thanks to Nina Van Leeu-

wen for dropping by and giving us a hand for awhile. And thanks 

to John Kranzler for showing up toward the end and helping to 

get it all packed up. Also, a big thanks to Richard Arroyo for the 

loan of a canopy which we needed desperately! 

 

We talked to a lot of people who were brave enough to come out 

on such a day. We hope to see them at our meetings. 

 

NEW SPECIAL  INTEREST GROUP 
Watch for the announcement of the ñMedia SIGò further along in 

the newsletter. Larry Nye is chairing this SIG and there are al-

ready quite a number of enthusiastic members involved. If you 

like music, videos, books, etc., this may be something for you. 

 

Meetings for this SIG are planned for the 5th Mondays of the 

month, beginning in January. Talk to Larry at any Tuesday meet-
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ing to find out what is already available. There is a printed list 

from the database which you may peruse. 

 

THANK  YOU AND WELCOME  
We have had wonderful Special Events planned by Nina Van 

Leeuwen which a goodly number of our members have enjoyed. 

We thank her so much for her efforts on our behalf. Since Nina is 

taking on some additional outside responsibilities, Helaine and 

Lenny Cummins are picking up where Nina has left off and will 

plan future activities for us. Thank you so much for volunteering, 

Helaine and Lenny. We will enjoy joining you for next yearôs ac-

tivities! 

 

 

YARD SALE  
As you will see elsewhere in this newsletter, the yard sale was a 

success thanks to so many of our loyal participants. A complete 

financial report will be available later.  

 

If you are one of the few who missed out on all the fun and hard 

work, weôll give you another chance. Date to be announced. 

 

 

E-WASTE COLLECTION  

Iôm happy to report that when Komputers 4 R Kids came to pick 

up the E-waste collected during the yard sale, they found it filled 

their truck!  

 

As you know, we are happy to work with this fine organization 

and you may have already noted that our November 11 meeting 

will feature Mr. James Watson, their Director. 

 

When they get the collection back to their facility in Cerritos it is 

sorted and stored in their well-organized warehouse. They have a 

workshop where volunteers come to use the donated items to cre-

ate working systems, which are then donated to needy kids. This 

ensures these items do not end up in the landfills. 
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Highlights of  
Recent Meetings  

More on HDTV 
(September 30) 

 

Our friend, Walt Ordway, re-

turned to bring us up to date 

on the upcoming transition to 

digital TV. He began with a 

review of the background for 

those who hadnôt heard his 

past presentations, which 

helped the rest of us as well. 

As you know, analog broadcasting will end at midnight, February 

17, 2009. 

 

While analog TV sets are no longer allowed to be sold, it is still 

important to check the native resolution of the new TVs if you are 

interested in purchasing. Since much of the advertising is simply 

using marketing terms, it is important to look at the specs care-

fully rather than just listening to the salesperson. Educate yourself 

as to the various resolutions available, the contrast ratio, which is 

extremely important, etc. Study the various screens in the store 

for clarity and color and see if you can get them to hook the one 

you like up to an antenna which will give you a truer picture of 

what you will see at home. 

 

He pointed out that p60 is not HDTV but is ready for Blu-ray 

movies, etc. 

 

Some members expressed concern over being able to find our lo-

cal stations after the conversion since there will no longer be 

channels 2 through 6. A chart Walt had showed that Channel 2 

will become 43; 4 will become 36 and 5 will become 31. Chan-

nels 7, 9, etc., will remain the same. 
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Thank you so much, Walt, for another enriching eveningôs pres-

entation. We look forward to seeing you again in February! 

 

Nero 
(October 7) 

 

We welcomed Darrick Bady back to our TUGNET meeting ï it 

had been a long time since Darrick had come to give us a presen-

tation. He had some unexpected news for us with new programs 

available from Nero. 

 

First he showed us Move it. Each device 

we have for our computers comes with its 

own software utilities and these devices 

often have incompatible formats. Nero 

feels that we, as consumers, do not need 

these hassles but instead, a one-click opera-

tion should be available. Simply create a 

collection of your favorite multimedia files 

with music, videos, and photos to share and 

enjoy.  

 

Move it makes your digital world even more convenient. Capture 

your music files, photos, and videos quickly and hassle-free from 

any source including your digital camera, music collection, port-

able devices, and from online communities. 

 

Quickly organize your files with a sleek and user-friendly inter-

face. Move it allows for simple management of multimedia files 

plus the ability to personalize categories by criteria that best suit 

your preferences. 

 

Said to be the best conversion software in the industry. Move it 

detects connected devices instantly and transfers content auto-

matically with the best possible quality so you can enjoy anytime, 

anywhere. 

 

A free trial version is available via download. 




